
Summary of Program Rule Changes 
Effective as of March 1, 2018, the Earthquake Brace + Bolt Rules for Participation have 
been updated to include the changes below. The information below is only a summary. 
Please see the complete Program Rules online at the link below for additional detail:

https://www.EarthquakeBraceBolt.com/Content/ProgramRules 

Summary of Changed Sections:

Sections 1.12  Removed and replaced by new Section 5 Personal Information,   
and 2.3 Privacy Policy, and Terms of Use 

Section 1.4 All Qualifying Seismic Retrofits, including engineered solutions, must   
 be in accordance with Chapter A3. No partial Chapter A3 retrofits are   
 permitted. The qualifying EBB retrofit must meet or exceed the 
 Chapter A3 requirements for both sill plate anchorage and cripple wall  
 bracing (if cripple walls are present). 

Section 1.5 The Qualifying Houses eligibility requirements have been modified to   
 add that a house that has completed a Chapter A3 retrofit before   
 acceptance into the program is not eligible for any incentive payment.

Section 1.5.3   New Owner-Occupied Requirement

 The term “owner-occupied” for purposes of requirements for Qualifying  
 Houses shall mean that the homeowner registering and answering the  
 EBB qualification questions must (1) use the house as its primary   
 residence, (2) be an owner of record, and (3) live in the house at the   
 time of the application submission and at the time when the retrofit is   
 completed as evidenced by deeds, driver’s license, utility bills and   
 other forms of evidence acceptable to EBB.

Section 1.8.1(b) New requirement to obtain a building permit dated after acceptance   
 into the EBB program.
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Section 1.8.2 (c) See several new additional requirements for invoices and receipts for  
 both licensed contractors that performed the work or Participating  
 Homeowners that performed the work, including:
 •  Invoice must contain description of work completed
 •  Separation of seismic work for EBB from other work performed
 •  Date work was performed
 •  Identification of additional non-reimbursable expenses
 •  Other requirements for receipts

Section 2.1.3 (b) Adding a new provision to provide that any Participating Contractor or  
 Participating Engineer may be removed from the Contractor Directory   
 or Engineer Directory, as applicable, if they fail to meet the Program 
 Requirements or complete work not in accordance with Chapter A3.

Section 2.1.4 Design Professionals must:

 (a) Ensure all submissions (e.g., plans, design, letters) completed for  
   an EBB retrofit are in accordance with Chapter A3 of CEBC;
 (b) Not be barred by the State of California or the federal government  
   from bidding on, accepting, or performing any State of California  
   or federal-government-funded public works contracts, either as a  
   contractor or subcontractor; and
 (c) Demonstrate a commitment to work within the local jurisdiction’s  
   building construction process;

   • In its sole discretion, EBB may remove a Design Professional  
     from the Engineer Directory, or future directories, for:
     o Failing to meet the requirements referenced above; and 
     o For using EBB’s trademark or EBB’s phrase “Brace+Bolt”—
      or any mark or phrase that is, in EBB’s opinion and sole 
      discretion, reasonably similar to EBB’s registered marks—  
      in any manner that implies that the Design Professional is  
      affiliated with EBB in any manner beyond its status as a  
      Design Professional listed on the website. 
   • EBB has no obligation to maintain, keep current, or monitor  
     licensing, financial condition, contracts, or competence of any  
     Design Professional listed on any directory or any other Design  
     Professional hired by a Participating Homeowner.  

Section 5 Personal Information, Privacy Policy and Terms of Use for 
 Participants, Contractors and Design Professionals

   


